
Lincoln Chamber City Council Questionnaire

1. The City is a large and complex organization; tell us about your experience and how it has
prepared you to successfully oversee city operations.

2. Lincoln is a growing and vibrant community with citizens engaged in varied interests and
pursuits; how will you bring disparate groups together to build consensus? How will you
set a standard for civility?

3. The Citizen’s Transportation Coalition recommended and voters approved an increase in the
local option sales tax to help finance Lincoln’s streets infrastructure needs. Are you
supportive of the quarter-cent sales tax and Advisory Committee on Transportation?

Tom Beckius

1. The City is a large and complex organization; tell us about your experience 
and how it has prepared you to successfully oversee city operations. 

As the owner of four small businesses, a Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning 
Commissioner with 11 years of volunteer city governance, and extensive 
business and nonprofit involvement, I am well qualified to lead Lincoln. 
 
I own and operate four small businesses focused on real estate and 
construction. I currently serve as Vice-Chairman of the Lincoln-Lancaster 
County Planning Commission, which follows roles in city government serving 
as a trustee of the Community Health Endowment of Lincoln and Lincoln City 
Libraries.  I have proudly served on the boards of the Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce, Lincoln’s Young Professionals Group and chaired the Commercial 
Brokers Committee of the Realtors Association of Lincoln. I serve on the 
Community Advisory Council for Lincoln Public Schools and am former member 
of the President’s Advisory Council for the University of Nebraska system.
 
Lincoln is a complex network of people and organizations. My professional work, combined with my community 
leadership, have built the foundation, relationships and experiences to successfully lead the City of Lincoln.

2. Lincoln is a growing and vibrant community with citizens engaged in varied interests and pursuits; 
how will you bring disparate groups together to build consensus? How will you set a standard for 
civility?

Bringing disparate groups together to build consensus is an intentional process of engagement. A large part of 
the City Council’s role in our community is to provide an outlet for citizens to express their views on the issues 
important to them, listen to stakeholders carefully and communicate effectively with citizens. Through this 
process, it is my job to identify shared goals amongst parties, how those goals relate to the vision of the City 
leaders and highlight opportunities for collaboration and beneficial outcomes. Then it is my duty to act, and 
remember that engagement does not end because a vote is concluded.
 
Civility starts with relationships. I will set a standard for civility by demonstrating respect for my peers, offering 
assistance when necessary and letting their expertise shine. Civility doesn’t mean we agree; it means we are 
committed to framing issues around seeking solutions, debating with fairness and recognizing the concerns of 
others.

3. The Citizen’s Transportation Coalition recommended and voters approved an increase in the local 
option sales tax to help finance Lincoln’s streets infrastructure needs. Are you supportive of the 
quarter-cent sales tax and Advisory Committee on Transportation?

Yes, I am supportive of the quarter-cent sales tax and the Advisory Committee on Transportation. 
Maintenance, preservation and construction of streets is a core function of the City. I was excited to see 
Lincoln voters decide to increase community investment in new roads as roads drive the commerce that boasts 
our local economy, provides a high return on investment and provides a wide array of personal benefits.



4. What strategies would you pursue to keep the city affordable to live in?

Lincoln’s affordability is a key component in retaining and attracting residents. As a Lincoln-Lancaster Planning 
Commissoner, I see opportunities everyday for our community to make housing more affordable. I propose 
a comprehensive review of zoning codes in order to positively impact housing costs. We need to investigate 
minimum lot sizes, widths and setback requirements, higher density and building heights for apartments in 
new growth areas, reduction or elimination of parking requirements and new density bonus proposals for 
alternative housing types.

5. Lincoln is expected to receive additional revenue from casino gambling revenue. What should the 
City of Lincoln do with the additional revenues?

While Lincoln voters approved the quarter cent sales tax to finance additional street infrastructure, we are 
still facing a funding gap. In November 2020, I proposed using half of new revenue from casino gambling for 
street infrastructure and that is still my priority. However, with the lingering economic effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic potentially lasting for some time, it is prudent to see how the city’s budget shapes up in the coming 
years before committing this new revenue stream in any one way.

6. What do you see as the City’s role in retaining incumbent businesses and attracting new 
businesses and employees?

The City should be an active and critical partner in growing our community. The wise investment of tax dollars, 
development of a skilled workforce, strong relationships with our educational institutions and creation of a 
high quality of life for residents are all keys to selling Lincoln. I support the active partnership between the City 
and the Lincoln Partnership for Economic Development in the promotion of our community to businesses and 
residents and look forward to a continued partnership for many years to come. 

7. What will you do to drive innovation in the Lincoln community?

City Council should drive new processes, services, products and models to better deliver public services, but 
more importantly serve as advocates for innovation in our community. As innovation replaces the need for 
additional resources and its impact outsizes its input, our community benefits from leaders who understand 
the need for constant improvement. For Lincoln to remain a competitive city in which to do business and 
attract residents, we need to collectively place innovation at the forefront of our economic development 
framework. My role will be to champion individuals and businesses as they grow and thrive through innovation 
and to align City services and assistance around those individuals and businesses when appropriate.


